Foreword

I
^""1^HOSE who prior to World War II knew the chief
I legal personalities of Europe recognized the outstand-
JL ing position held by Ernst Rabel, the author of the
present treatise.
Born in 1874 in Austria, as a young man he studied law
in his own country, in Germany, and in France. His university
career has been most distinguished; he taught Roman and
modern civil law in Switzerland and Germany, the many in-
vitations he received leading to celebrated professorates, nota-
bly at Munich and ultimately at Berlin, where he occupied
an influential position. His contributions to comparative legal
history have been noteworthy; he first introduced the com-
parative study of Egyptian papyri with the medieval docu-
ments; he is a leader in the efforts, through the modern search
for interpolations, to reconstruct the original Roman private
law; his services as editor of various research publications in
the field of legal history are well known. These broad interests
were complemented by extensive comparative work on the
modern Swiss, French, and German laws, later including the
Common Law as well; his contributions in the preparation of
international drafts of unified law, especially that on sales of
goods, are widely recognized.
In Rabel, outstanding legal scholarship has been enriched
by wide and unusual practical experience. He practiced law in
Vienna and served as judge in the appellate courts of Basle
and Munich. Shortly after the First World War, he became
a member of the German-Italian arbitral tribunal. As a judge
of the Court of International Justice (World Court) at the
Haeue, between 1925 and 1928, he took part in German and